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During the week ending Nov. 20, police raided several private homes in Tegucigalpa, rescuing ten
infants from "holding houses" (casas de engorde), where the children are held until being sold
off. Occupants of the houses are allegedly part of an illegal adoption network. Some of the ten
babies, all less than one year old, had been kidnapped while others were purchased from their
mothers. Six women, including attorney Maria Aguilar, were arrested in connection with the raids.
Police estimate that at least 12 such holding houses are currently operating in different parts of
Tegucigalpa. (For previous coverage of illegal adoption networks see CAU 04/03/92 and 04/17/92.)
On Nov. 23, government spokespersons announced that the six women will face criminal charges
stemming from their role in the illegal adoption network. On Nov. 24, an angry crowd of relatives
of the rescued babies gathered outside the courtroom and threatened to lynch the arrested women.
On Nov. 25, Liberal Party (Partido Liberal, PL) deputy Rosario Godoy urged judicial authorities to
prosecute those implicated in the adoption network on kidnapping charges. Godoy has received
death threats in connection with her repeated public denunciations regarding illegal adoption rings.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/23/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 11/21/92, 11/25/92)
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